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“PRAY AND ACT FOR CHANGE”
President’s Message
Our State President, Sandra, is
overseas at the moment and will return
on April 22. In the run-up to her trip
she was frantically busy and even
hosted a luncheon arranged by the
Catholic Women’s League a few days
before her departure, so that women
could hear a talk given by Fr. Ken
Barker; hence this report from me.
Those in attendance were very
impressed with Father Barker’s talk,
the main focus of which was “Trust in
the Lord”. One lady remarked that the
topic touched her deeply and it
seemed to her that he was speaking
directly to her. I’m sure others felt the
same. CWL and Anima ladies were
well represented, as well as members
of other Catholic organisations. A
group from Huonville also attended.
Many of you may not know that
Sandra works four days a week in a
very demanding position and does a
great job juggling life as a wife,
mother, employee and her duties as
State President. I’m sure you will
agree that we are very lucky to have
such a young, capable leader
representing the League! What
Sandra lacks in time she makes up for
in enthusiasm!
State Conference. The Conference
will be held in Launceston on the 16,
17th and 18th of September. Wendy
Fittler has been very busy “sussing
out” the best venues for holding the
Conference and Handcraft Exhibition,
as well as accommodation and the
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conference dinner. Arrangements are
not yet finalised but I can report that
the conference itself will be held in the
Launceston Parish Centre in Margaret
Street and the nearby Nagle Room for
the Handcraft Exhibition.
Unfortunately Archbishop Julian
Porteous has a previous engagement
and will be unable to celebrate the
Conference Mass or attend the dinner.
Mass will be celebrated at Sacred
Heart Church, Newstead, and
arrangements made for the transport
of members.
Accommodation is available at the
Auldington Private Hotel, 110
Frederick Street, formerly Presentation
Convent (does this bring back
memories??). The cost is $160 per
room per night for two people. The
Mews in Margaret Street only has
queen-size beds on the ground floor –
otherwise upstairs rooms are
available. The Old Bakery is fully
booked for the Friday and Saturday
nights and the Penny Royal is
undergoing massive re-development.
Enquiries will continue for other
accommodation.
Further details will appear in the
June/July edition of the “Review”, but
the foregoing information will enable
members to start planning.
Happy Easter to everyone as we await
the joy of the Risen Christ!
Lillian Deane.
ABN 28 484 260 519
Price 60 cents
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A MEDITATION FOR THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
Adapted from the Foreword of Celebrating Mercy (Pastoral Resources)
“ We constantly need to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy,
serenity and peace. Our salvation depends on it.”
Pope Francis could not have chosen more fitting words to express the value of
mercy in the Church’s life and the lives of all believers. To contemplate mercy means
to see it imprinted on the very face of Christ, who lives and is really present in the
mystery of the holy Eucharist. Every time the Church celebrates the sacraments she
does nothing but bring the Father’s mercy alive, making it present as he acts through
his Son and converts hearts steeped in violence, transforming sacramental matter
into a source of efficient grace for our salvation. It is the work of the Holy Spirit and
the transforming power of his action that strengthens anything that is weak within us.
Above all else, the Jubilee of Mercy needs to be celebrated, in liturgical celebration
by which the whole Church prays and intensely lives the mystery of her existence as
communion.
By reflecting on these truths during the Holy Year and adapting them to local
ecclesial and cultural situations, the faithful will discover a wealth of possibilities for
actively engaging in the celebration of the Jubilee of Mercy. By celebrating mercy the
faithful will more effectively live it and give witness to it as a reflection of the Father’s
mercy.
PERSONAL REFLECTION
How have I taken to heart the Pope’s words in contemplating the mystery of mercy?
GROUP RESPONSE
What special response could we make as a group as a result of heeding the Pope’s
message.?

Sister Pamela Davis OP
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May 2016
A REFLECTION FOR THE TIME AFTER EASTER
THE EMMAUS WALK

The village of Emmaus provides the setting for one of the most touching of the post
Resurrection experiences. It is featured in a story recorded by St Luke ( 24: 13-17).
Two disciples are travelling to this place and whilst walking are discussing the events
of Christ’s Crucifixion and Resurrection. Jesus comes up and walks beside them, but
like Mary Magdalen at the tomb, they fail to recognise him. They are totally mystified
by the tragic events of the past few days, so Jesus explains to them that it was
necessary for him ( the Messiah ) to suffer before entering into his glory.
Jesus then does a remarkable thing. He takes them through some passages of
scripture that are about him. He goes back to Moses and other prophets, (Isaiah for
example) whose writings have pointed to him and his sufferings. Two passages from
Isaiah illustrate this.
By force and by law he was taken;
Would anyone plead his cause?
Yes he was torn away from the land of the living
for our faults struck down in death. (Isaiah 53:8)
Here is my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen one in whom my heart delights.
I have endowed him with my spirit,
that he may bring true justice to the nations. (Isaiah 42: 1-7)
This encounter with Jesus inspires the disciples so much that they invite him to dine
with them. As they sit at the table, He blesses the bread and gives it to them. It is
then that their eyes are opened and they recognise him as their risen Saviour. He
then disappears from sight.
RESPONSE AND DISCUSSION
How is this story related to your understanding of the Mass?
When have your eyes of faith been opened?
Sr Pamela Davis OP
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Report State Secretary
Appreciation and thanks to members who sent me messages of sympathy on the
occasion of the death of my husband, Peter. They were a source of great comfort.
Members of the State Executive met in January and discussed many topics,
especially the State Conference and the matters referred to below.
Handbook Review. Members are asked to submit to the State Secretary any
changes/deletions and additions they consider necessary to the current Handbook.
These will be considered over the next few months in readiness for a reprint.
Funerals for Life Members. When a Life Member dies suddenly we are often
unprepared for the roll the League will play at their funeral. To overcome this, a
procedure has been adopted and will appear in this edition of “Review”. This is
merely a guide – circumstances may vary.
Letterhead. It was suggested at the State Executive meeting that we add the
words “Criterion House, Mathers Lane” at the bottom of our letterhead. A new
sample of this page will be sent to all branches in the hope that they can run off
copies. We will use emails where we can, to avoid the extra cost of postage. The
cost of this service, as well as unpredictability of delivery, and our declining
membership, is of some concern.
State Conference. Wendy Fittler, our Northern Vice-President, has been very
active investigating various venues for the conference and handcraft exhibition, as
well as the Conference Mass, suitable accommodation and somewhere for us to
have our conference dinner. There is more on this subject in the State President’s
message.
Lillian Deane

Report State Treasurer
Levies of $25 are due to be paid at the Annual Meetings in May.
Branch Treasurers – Please remind members to have their money ready on or
before the AGM so that a cheque for the total amount, together with members
names and addresses, phone numbers and email address on the form provided, is
sent to me as soon as possible after the AGM. (Contact me if you do not have a
form)
All branch financial books are to be closed on June 30th and audited as soon as
possible after the receipt of the June bank statement, so now is the time to contact
your auditor to make sure he is available. The audited statements are then sent to
me no later than AUGUST 1st. You co-operation in adhering to this date would be
very much appreciated. You may not realise the work involved after I receive your
statements, I have to collate them into one, send that to State auditor, he then has to
complete his audit in time for our AGM usually held in September which is according
to the Incorporation Body, consequently if just one branch is late sending their
audited statement, our State Auditor cannot begin his audit.
Jan Lawler
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Report Southern Vice-President
How the time is flying by, I feel the year has hardly begun and Easter is upon us.
th

All Branches celebrated World Day of Prayer on 4 of March with our friends of other faiths. The
service at Richmond was held in the beautiful little heritage Congregational Church. It was very well
patronised with over half the congregation being catholic members. It was a final service for that
lovely church as it is closing and what a fitting farewell! Other areas in the south also had good
attendances at their services. School girls from Collegiate and St. Mary’s College participated at St.
David’s Cathedral. How good to see the younger set involved.
th

Cwl hosted a luncheon in Hobart on 10 March with several Anima ladies together with CWL
members in attendance. The guest speaker, Father Ken Barker, was very impressive.
We were all saddened to learn of the passing of State Secretary Lillian’s wonderful husband, Peter.
Several members attended the large funeral which was such a tribute to Peter. Our heartfelt
sympathy goes out to Lillian and her family.
We were also shocked at the sudden loss of Oatlands member Keitha Keen. She was a prominent
member of the branch and the Oatlands community in general.
Her dear husband and family have our deepest sympathy and we all know she will be sadly missed.
It won’t be long before our Annual meetings and WUCWO days are organised. I am sure we all look
forward to catching up again when these meetings occur.
I hope to see you all then and wish you every happiness and a joy filled Easter

Deirdre Reid

SUGGESTED PROCEDURE FOR THE FUNERAL OF A LIFE MEMBER
1.

Advise the Branch President, who would then inform the Regional V/P, who would inform the

State President.
2.

Insert a notice in the local newspaper, e.g. in the case of the late Evelyn Yates what we said was,

"YATES, Evelyn. CWL Tas. Inc. acknowledges the passing of distinguised Life Member Evelyn
Yates and extends sympathy to her husband Jim and their family".
We also included the CWL logo on top. The State pays for this.
3.

Contact the Parish Priest and ask if the League can say the Rosary either the night before or the

day of the Mass of Christian Burial and make sure the family approves. Then ring around and invite
League members to attend. (Of course this pre-supposes the family would want a Mass of Christian
Burial).
4. If the deceased family requests the League's participation in the Mass but does not nominate a
particular person, invite an appropriate League member - e.g. Branch President/a very close friend.
In Evelyn's case, three Life Members from the south processed with family members and placed
mementos on the coffin - Handbook/badge/Life Membership form.
5. An obituary should be printed in the "Review". A copy of the deceased Life Member's Citation is
available from the State Secretary and this could be forwarded to the person preparing the obituary.
The matter of a guard of honour would depend firstly on the family, but also on the suitability of the
church, space, etc.
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Report Northern Vice-President
How fast the year is flying by! We are into Autumn already - the most beautiful time of the
year when landscapes in magnificent hues reflect the glory of God.
We have begun 2016 with sadness as we think of and pray for our Secretary, Lillian. I hope,
Lillian, you are comforted by the love that flows from each of us at this sad time and that this
love helps you to heal.
The North has commenced their project for 2016 - the making of little hand sewn felt hearts symbols of hope and comfort for Gibson Unit oncology and palliative care patients at Calvary
St John Hospital. The first two batches amounting to nearly eighty hearts has been sent from
George Town. The other branches that indicated they would assist with the project will
receive some hearts ready to sew soon. George Town has more in the pipeline and they
should be completed shortly.
World Day of Prayer service in George Town was coordinated by the CWL ladies and
celebrated at Star of the Sea Church. All local churches and students from the College
assisted with presentation of the service. I have heard from several ladies in the Tamar
Valley that the services held in their respective churches were beautiful and so obviously
straight from the heart of women seeking peace for deep hurts experienced over the last six
decades. May our prayers of peace and healing continue to extend to the people of Cuba as
well as to all who need a little more love, mercy and peace in their lives right now.
Plans for the Conference in September are under way. Reservations have been made for 5
twin-share rooms at The Auldington Hotel the ex-Presentation Convent in Bourke Street
close to the Launceston Parish Centre where the Conference will be held. These are at
present $160 per night ($80 each per night) but negotiations will be made to try to reduce
this. Dinner location and price is still under investigation. I would like some idea as to what
members are prepared to pay for the dinner before anything is finalised here.
Wendy Fittler

**************************************************
Mass Crusade
April - Richmond
Universal:

Small Farmers

That small farmers may receive just reward for their precious labour.
Evangelization:

African Christians

That Christians in Africa may give witness to love and faith in Jesus Christ amid politicalreligious conflict
May

St. Leonards On page 9

6

CWL REVIEW April/May 2016

Vol 56 no 2

Report North-West Vice President
Please pray for long time member of the Devonport branch Lorna Jones who is in the NorthWest General Hospital. Lorna broke her hip last week, was operated on and came through
very well. She spent time in ICU so her blood pressure could be stabilised and is now
transferred to a ward. The next step for Lorna would be physiotherapy. Lorna, together with
her mother, attended the first meeting of the branch when it was formed 71 years ago.
Lorna is also the branch archivist so it is to Lorna we turn for advice when needed.
Nth-West members offer sincere condolences to our State Secretary Lillian for the loss of
her husband Peter. I represented members at Peter’s funeral which was very beautiful
celebrated by Father Gerald Quinn, Lillian herself gave the eulogy.
Ulverstone branch started the year well and is presently running an Easter raffle to augment
their funds.
Devonport branch is struggling because of low membership and member Pat Edward is
unwell at present so please pray for Pat. We have submitted two
themes to be voted for by members.
I wish all members a very happy Easter as we wait for the resurrection of the Lord.
Kath Pearce
MAY, THE MONTH OF MARY
In this month of Mary, let us listen to her pleading – to pray the Holy Rosary every day
for peace in our world. Our Lady said to the children at Fatima that if enough people
prayed the Rosary and did penance Russia would be converted and there would be
peace. If not, communism would spread its errors throughout the world.
In the Battle of Lapento in the 16th century, when Europe was almost overrun by the
Turks, it was saved by Our Lady through the recitation of the Rosary. Cardinal Newman
said the Rosary is the Creed turned into prayer through meditating on the life and death
of Jesus.
Padro Pio advised: “Love the Madonna and pray the Rosary, for her Rosary is the
weapon against the evils of the world today. Sister Lucia, of Fatima, declared: “There is
no problem that cannot be solved by the Rosary and by sacrifices.”
And now Our Lady is telling us, once again, at Medjugorje to pray the Rosary. Let us
listen to her.

Bernice McKenna
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State International Secretary
Laudato si' (Medieval Central Italian for Praise Be to You) is the second encyclical of
Pope Francis the subtitle is: On Care for Our Common Home. In it, the Pope
critiques consumerism and irresponsible development, laments environmental
degradation and global warming, and calls all people of the world to take "swift and
unified global action." Laudato si' is generally viewed as the first encyclical that is
entirely Pope Francis's work. It was published in June 2015 in many languages.
This encyclical Laudato si' has been a gift from the Holy Spirit. It is a pleasant
surprise to realise that within ecology “there is a need to incorporate the history,
culture and architecture of each place (LS143) In this regard we can see laudable
initiatives aiming to maintain or regain the identity of towns. We are seeing an
increase in people’s awareness of the state of the world. They realise that “A
consumerist vision of human beings has a leveling effect on culture, diminishing the
immense variety which is the heritage of all humanity” They think that
“disappearance of a culture can be much more serious than the disappearance of a
species of plant or animal.
However there is in Spain the growing phenomenon of “botellon” causing much
disappointment in certain places. (Botellon is where large groups of young people
meet at parties or at the weekend with the sole objective to drink predominately,
alcohol.) When they leave their meeting place it is left looking as if a storm had
passed; glasses, bottles, plastic bags etc. strewn on the ground. There is a need to
protect those common areas, because as we all generate small ecological damage,
we are all called to acknowledge our contribution, smaller or greater, to the
disfigurement and destruction of creation. It is true that the City Council workers pass
by and clean up the place and leave it just as nice it was before; but perhaps these
parties show a certain disregard to nature . The environment is on loan to each
generation which must hand it on to the next.
In the present crisis we are living through, we see how politics are submitted to the
economy. Hugh sums of money are being used to save the banks, with the brunt of
these costs being born by the most vulnerable: The common good is not taken into
consideration, which should be the objective of all policies. Paragraph 159 of the
encyclical is very useful in this respect.
8
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We are living in an individualistic and egocentric world in which the most important
thing is having, and pretending that nothing else matters. ”When human beings put
themselves at the centre, they give absolute priority to immediate convenience and
all else becomes relative. A very important aspect to consider is to realise how the
lifestyle of economically developed countries badly affects developing countries. We
have seen how for cultivating GMO products for the production of biofuels huge
areas of land are bought, stripping the farmers of their only means of survival, and
then what little land is left for them is mainly infertile due to the huge quantities of
pesticides and herbicides that are sprayed into the air. All this so that wealthy
countries can use their cars with no concern for the pollution we produce. The
emission of greenhouse gases causes suffering in these counties too, where the
elimination of these gases is much more of a problem. There are many other aspects
of this issue to consider which we must think very seriously about, so that together
we can move towards the common good, because we are all responsible for
everything.
Ending with a quote from the encyclical which is particularly inspiring:
“The emptier a person’s heart is, the more he or she needs to buy, own or consume”.
From an article by Araceli Cavero Perez, WUCWO Vice President for Europe,
published in Women’s Voice , November 2015 (No.38)

(Original in Spanish)
Mary Walsh

*********************************************************************************************************

Mass Crusade

May -

St Leonards

Universal: Respect for Women
That in every country of the world, women may be honoured and respected and that
their essential contribution to society may be highly esteemed.
Evangelization: Holy Rosary
That families, communities and groups may pray the Holy Rosary for evangelization
and peace.
rue Notre-Dame-des-Champs - Paris, France - wucwoparis@wanadoo.fr
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Prepared by Europe
Narrator Pope Francis has given us a gift: he has brought us together to celebrate a very
special year, a year dedicated to mercy. This year, we are going to focus on mercy. It will be
nice to reflect on how we are living and practicing it in our own communities. The title of the
Jubilee reminds us to be: “Merciful as the Father”. We shall pray on this WUCWO day with
this theme in mind to help us live in the way he asks us.
The second paragraph of the Bull of Indiction tells us:
Reader 1 We must always contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a source of joy, serenity
and peace. It is a condition for our salvation. Mercy: is the word that reveals the mystery of
the Holy Trinity. Mercy: is the final and supreme act by which God comes to meet us. Mercy:
it is the fundamental law that lives in the heart of each and every person when they look,
with honest eyes, at the brother they meet on the journey through life. Mercy: it is the path
that unites God and man, because it opens the heart to hope of being loved forever in spite
of our sins.
Narrator On this WUCWO day, it is the time to stop and ask ourselves how we, women from
across the world, are living by these words of the Pope. It has always been said that women
have a special sensitivity for the problems and difficulties of others. Now is the time to add
the grace of mercy to this sensitivity. (Moment of reflection/prayer)
Reader 2 The meaningful words of St. John XXIII pronounced at the opening of the Council
to highlight the path to follow: “Now the Bride of Christ wishes to use the medicine of mercy
rather than taking up arms of severity…” (Misericordie Vultus, 4).
Narrator 2 We are the Church and thus engaged in all that affects it. We were all happy at
the celebration of the Second Vatican Council because it represented a remarkable step
forward in terms of experiencing this reality in our lives. The documents that were approved
were and continue to be a great aid to live our faith and commitment.
It should not just be the wish of the Pope to get closer to others through mercy but that of
everyone. Getting closer to others through showing “tender mercy to all human misery”, as
the Eucharistic Prayer says, should be our special concern. Who doesn’t have some kind of
‘misery’ in their life? We all need mercy from others, but others also need our mercy. How
can we get closer to those who have problems? (Moment of reflection and prayer).
Reader 1 “For his mercy endures forever.” This is the refrain that repeats after each verse in
Psalm 136 as it narrates the history of God’s revelation. By virtue of mercy, all the events of
the Old Testament are replete with profound salvific import. Mercy renders God’s history with
Israel a history of salvation. It is as if to say that not only in history, but for all eternity man
will always be under the merciful gaze of the Father” (Misericordie Vultus, 7).
(Recite psalm 136 (calmly)
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Lector 2 “The mission Jesus received from the Father was that of revealing the mystery of
divine love in its fullness. “God is love” … Jesus, seeing the crowds of people who followed
him, realized that they were tired and exhausted, lost and without a guide, and he felt deep
compassion for them.” (Misericordie Vultus, 8)
Narrator 2 If the mission that the Father gave to Jesus has been to “reveal the mystery of
divine love in its fullness”, we, his followers, have the same mission; how are we going to
reflect the Father’s love? The Gospel shows us how Jesus acted; it is thus, that we, like Him,
should act in our daily life, in our communities and in our dealings with others, as well as with
our enemies. Forgiveness is one of these actions; one that is highly valued and is an
excellent example of mercy.
Reader 3 “In the parables devoted to mercy, Jesus reveals the nature of God as that of a
Father who never gives up until he has forgiven the wrong and overcome rejection with
compassion and mercy. We know these parables well, three in particular: the lost sheep, the
lost coin, and the father with two sons (cf. Lk 15:1-32). In these parables, God is always
presented as full of joy, especially when he pardons. In them we find the core of the Gospel
and of our faith, because mercy is presented as a force that overcomes everything, filling the
heart with love and bringing consolation through pardon.” (Misericordie Vultus, 9) (Read the
parable of the Prodigal Son)
Bidding prayers: (response «Remember, Lord, your great mercy»)
1. For all those who feel alone and abandoned, that they find merciful people to accompany
them in their difficulties. Let us pray
2. For all those who suffer violence in any of its forms, especially women who suffer most,
may the Lord free them from it. Let us pray
3. For those responsible for violence, may the Lord take their hearts of stone from their
chest and replace it with one of flesh. Let us pray
4. For the refugees and Christians who are dying because of their faith, may God’s mercy
give them strength and may their persecutors change their ways. Let us pray
5. For the reason that we have come together in celebration, may the Lord teach us tender
mercy so that we treat everyone with love. Let us pray
6. (Spontaneous prayers)
Reader 3 “The Church is commissioned to announce the mercy of God, the beating heart of
the Gospel, which in its own way must penetrate the heart and mind of every person. The
Spouse of Christ must pattern her behaviour after the Son of God who went out to everyone
without exception”. (Misericordie Vultus, 12)
Narrator 3 On many occasions, the Church has been accused of having extremely high
standards, lacking in mercy, and many have turned away from it for this reason. In a certain
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sense, through the communion of the saints we take part in the virtue and sin of the Church.
The women of WUCWO suggest that we be the face of the Father’s mercy.
We should enhance the certainty of being loved by the Father and so, happily, be bearers of
this feeling to all humanity so that everyone can appreciate this grace.
Reader 4 “It is my burning desire that, during this Jubilee, the Christian people may reflect
on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. It will be a way to reawaken our conscience,
too often grown dull in the face of poverty. And let us enter more deeply into the heart of the
Gospel where the poor have a special experience of God’s mercy. Jesus introduces us to
these works of mercy in his preaching so that we can know whether or not we are living as
his disciples. Let us rediscover these corporal works of mercy: to feed the hungry, give drink
to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger, heal the sick, visit the imprisoned, and
bury the dead. And let us not forget the spiritual works of mercy: to counsel the doubtful,
instruct the ignorant, admonish sinners, comfort the afflicted, forgive offences, bear patiently
those who do us ill, and pray for the living and the dead”. (Misericordie Vultus, 15)
Lector 3º “In this Jubilee Year, may the Church echo the word of God that resounds strong
and clear as a message and a sign of pardon, strength, aid, and love. May she never tire of
extending mercy, and be ever patient in offering compassion and comfort. May the Church
become the voice of every man and woman, and repeat confidently without end: “Be mindful
of your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old” (Ps 25:6).
(Misericordie Vultus, 25)
Narrator 3 Mary, Mother of Mercy, help us in our commitment to be “Merciful as the Father”
and ensure that we have the love to be able to love all man, his sons and daughters.
MARY QUEEN OF PEACE PRAYER, PATRONESS OF WUCWO
(All)
O Loving God, your Son, Jesus Christ, came into the world to do your Will and leave us His
Peace.
Through the intercession and example of our Blessed Mother Mary, Queen of Peace, grant
us the wisdom and humility to reflect that peace to the world.
Inspire our thoughts, words and deeds to bear witness to your presence in our hearts. May
your Holy Spirit fill us with every grace and blessing so that we may pursue what leads to
peace for all humanity.

Amen

***************************************************
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Vale Keitha Mary Keen
Oatlands CWL suffered another great loss!
One of its founding members, Keitha Kean, slipped away to her Heavenly home on 25th January 2016.
She has left a loving husband Irvin, son Adrian & daughter Anne. She adored her children &
grandchildren & was joyful at the birth, that very week, of her first great-grandson .
Keitha was not only a beautiful, gracious person, but all her life was thoughtful of others &
caring. She was concerned for all people especially the lonely and sick.
She would be the first to visit, offering a kind word. She would generously open her home to
welcome visiting priests and nuns, offering hospitality - meals or accommodation.
She worked with other churches in the community & was of an ecumenical spirit. She loved
the Mass with all her heart and took great pride in caring for the church; always more than
generous.
She was a founding member of the Hospital Auxiliary and worked tirelessly with others to
raise money, cater at functions & funerals, feed medical students or conduct Bingo for the
enjoyment of others. Numerous times she held office in all the associations to which she
belonged. In 2015 she & Irvin jointly received the Australia Day Award. She had already
received it once before. Up until her death she, along with Irvin, was delivering meals on
wheels around the town.
She encouraged other people to participate; to do their best. Who could resist that twinkle in
the eye or that wicked wink!
Everyone loved Keitha – we are all poorer for her passing, but richer for her having BEEN!
Judy Gibbons

VALE PATRICIA HAINES
Launceston members were shocked and saddened at the passing of Pat Haines. As Father
Tom Maloney used to say – “Gone to her Eternal reward”. Pat joined CWL as a teenager.
When she had to leave school at 13, to care for her siblings, as their mother had died,
Catholic ladies were kind to her. Pat married Murray Haines and they lived on a farm at
Yolla most of their married life.
Pat was a member of the Yolla Branch, where she served as Secretary, President, NorthWest State Vice-President and State President. She was a fervent Catholic and used to
pray 15 decades of the Rosary every day.
When her health started to deteriorate, Pat and Murray moved to Penguin. After Murray
died, Pat decided to move to Launceston, as her daughter Catherine lives at Swansea and
had a long trip each way to see her mother. This is typical of Pat’s loving concern for others.
She was always ready to lend a helping hand.
Pat became vice-President of the Launceston Branch and was respected and well-liked by
us all. May she rest in peace.

Bernice McKenna

13

CWL REVIEW April/May 2016

Vol 56 no 2

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY - 3RD APRIL AN EXCEPTIONAL GRACE IN THE EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE YEAR OF
MERCY
This year the Feast of Divine Mercy on Sunday 3rd April will be a very special
opportunity of grace and mercy as it falls within the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of
Mercy.
Jesus told Saint Faustina that the Feast of Divine Mercy is a day of exceptional
grace: “On that day all the divine floodgates through which grace flow are
opened.” (Diary of St. Faustina Divine Mercy in My Soul 699)
The Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy is a year of exceptional grace.
In his papal Bull of Indiction for the Jubilee Year - “The Face of Mercy” - Pope
Francis says that: “Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life. All of her
pastoral activity should be caught up in the tenderness she makes present to
believers; nothing in her preaching and in her witness to the world can be
lacking in mercy. The Church’s very credibility is seen in how she shows
merciful and compassionate love.” (n.10)
He asks Saint Faustina to intercede for us in a special way during this year. “Our
prayer also extends to the saints and blessed ones who made divine mercy
their mission in life. I am especially thinking of the great apostle of mercy,
Saint Faustina Kowalska. May she, who was called to enter the depths of
divine mercy, intercede for us and obtain for us the grace of living and walking
always according to the mercy of God and with an unwavering trust in his
love.” (n. 24)
Jesus promised: “I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all
souls....The very depths of My Mercy will be opened on that day....The soul that
will go to Confession [within 8 days] and receive Holy Communion shall obtain
complete forgiveness of sins and punishment.”. (Diary 699)
Divine Mercy Sunday will be celebrated on April 3rd around Tasmania as
follows:
Sacred Heart Church, Alexandra Road, Ulverstone – 9.00am Mass followed by
Divine Mercy devotions. (The Divine Mercy Novena starting on Good Friday will be
prayed daily in Devonport at 6.30pm at Emmaus House and at 10.00 am in the
Sacred Heart Church at Ulverstone).
Enquiries: Michael 0447018068
The Church of the Apostles, Margaret Street, Launceston – 2pm with Veneration
of Divine Mercy Picture, Rosary, Reconciliation (several priests) 3 o’clock prayer,
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Benediction. Afternoon tea in new parish centre to follow.
Enquiries: Bernice (03) 6344 1799.
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Harrington Street, Hobart – 2.00pm to 3.00pm Holy Hour
with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Reconciliation, Divine Mercy Chaplet;
3.00pm Benediction; 3.15pm Mass with Archbishop Julian Porteous as main
celebrant.
Enquiries: Maree (03) 6228 7108.
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Pat Gartlan‘s Report from the symposium held in Sydney
Representing CWL Tasmania, I attended the Sydney ‘Porn Harms Kids’ symposium
organised by Collective Shout. Speakers focused on the nature of online porn and its
availability, the effects on the attitudes to sexual activity on children and later
behaviours and relationships in adulthood.
One phrase from all I heard rings in my mind: 'Children don't have to look for porn on
the net, it comes looking for them'. The menace implied is chilling. Devastating
consequences result in some lives as the use of pornography becomes routine from
an early age. Clearly it suits the multi-billion dollar porn industry to target the young.
The Symposium highlighted seven key points.
1. Exposure of children and young people to pornography in Australia has
reached critical levels.
2. This is having widespread and measurable negative consequences on the
physical, mental, and emotional well-being of children and young people.
3. This constitutes a public health crisis, and as such is a concern for the
community as a whole.
4. This crisis has not received adequate public attention, and needs to be publicised
as widely as possible as a matter of urgency.
5. More extensive research should be conducted in Australia to fully explore and
document the extent of this crisis.
6. All avenues must be pursued to explore possible solutions to this crisis,
including education, voluntary efforts by relevant industries, and regulation ("Mass
media… should not promote material that could harm children", UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child, Article 17).
7. As part of its duty of care to children, the federal government must take the
lead in addressing this crisis comprehensively ("Governments should protect
[children] from violence, abuse and neglect", UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child, Article 19).

Continued next page
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What do we need to happen?
The aim is to achieve a system like that operating now in the UK, achieved following
the release of the sort of information revealed at our symposium, with the assistance
of Members of Parliament and, importantly, the Prime Minister David Cameron.
Since the end of 2014 there is in place a voluntary agreement by the 4 major UK
ISPs (BT Virgin Talk Talk and Sky) to provide a filter system to new and existing
customers. With the filters operating you are shielded from the porn.. Anyone who
wants to watch it must opt out of the filter. David Cameron is passionate about
dealing with the problem and I think he has foreshadowed making what is now a
voluntary arrangement, compulsory. This is a pretty amazing result. It is down to two
wonderful, women Pippa Smith and Amanda Suit, who visited Hobart last year.
Fortunately, they have left us their papers and their power point presentations.
Fortunately too, a Senate Select Committee has been established to take
submissions to report to the Parliament by the first sitting day in December 2016:
I encourage all CWL members to send submissions however brief to:
Committee Secretary,
Senate Standing Committees on Environment and Communications PO Box 6100
Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600

or email them to ec.sen@aph.gov.au

More Good News
The Federal Government has voted to set up an inquiry into the Safe Schools
programme following a speech by National Party MP George Christensen. I will
email that speech to members or branches if required. (Pat’s email
gartlan@bigpond.net.au)
Pat
CWL has sent a submission to the Inquiry by House of Representatives Standing
Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs into regulatory and legislative aspects
of international and domestic surrogacy arrangements. It is far too long to include in
Review but I am sure Pat will email that also to any member if required. Editor
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Themes
For Justice, love and Peace (as in the last line of the prayer for our earth at the end of
chapter six of Laudato Si)
Be merciful just as the Father is merciful
Keep praying for world peace.
Be merciful just as your Father is Merciful
Members please discuss these at your next meeting and send your recommendations to the
State Secretary on or before May 15th

A MEDITATION FOR THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
Adapted from the Foreword of Celebrating Mercy (Pastoral Resources)
“ We constantly need to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy,
serenity and peace. Our salvation depends on it.”
Pope Francis could not have chosen more fitting words to express the value of
mercy in the Church’s life and the lives of all believers. To contemplate mercy means
to see it imprinted on the very face of Christ, who lives and is really present in the
mystery of the holy Eucharist. Every time the Church celebrates the sacraments she
does nothing but bring the Father’s mercy alive, making it present as he acts through
his Son and converts hearts steeped in violence, transforming sacramental matter
into a source of efficient grace for our salvation. It is the work of the Holy Spirit and
the transforming power of his action that strengthens anything that is weak within us.
Above all else, the Jubilee of Mercy needs to be celebrated, in liturgical celebration
by which the whole Church prays and intensely lives the mystery of her existence as
communion.
By reflecting on these truths during the Holy Year and adapting them to local
ecclesial and cultural situations, the faithful will discover a wealth of possibilities for
actively engaging in the celebration of the Jubilee of Mercy. By celebrating mercy the
faithful will more effectively live it and give witness to it as a reflection of the Father’s
mercy.
PERSONAL REFLECTION
How have I taken to heart the Pope’s words in contemplating the mystery of mercy?
GROUP RESPONSE
What special response could we make as a group as a result of heeding the Pope’s
message?
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